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Grade Band Overview by Standard and Organizer 
Content Standard: Comparisons:  Develop insight into the nature of language and culture.

Students enhance their understanding of the nature of language by comparing the target language and English (linguistic comparisons).  Students enhance their understanding of the concept of culture by comparing their own culture with another culture, including the relationship between accepted practices, products and perspectives (cultural comparisons).

      Grade Band: 5-8 



                          Organizer: Linguistic Comparisons
      Students will: 











                                                  Benchmarks
	Grade Five
	Grade Six
	Grade Seven
	Grade Eight
	By the end of the 5-8 program, students will:

	1.  Identify connections between English and the  target language (such as, borrowed words and  cognates such as le weekend, patio, veto).
                                   1
	1.  Identify word roots to determine word meanings.
	1.  Identify prefixes and suffixes to determine word meanings.

                                  1M
	1.  Identify and discuss less familiar cognates (such as, culpable, inevitable) and sentence structure 

comparisons (such as, placement of 

prepositions: magna cum laude=with great  praise) to improve language skills.


	A.  Identify and discuss linguistic structures of the target language 

and English.



	2.  Compare and contrast writing conventions of the target language and English (such as, possession, capitalization, directionality, 

punctuation).

                                1M
	2.  Compare and contrast corresponding idiomatic

expressions in English and the target language (such as, English - pulling your leg/Spanish –  tomar el pelo; English - from head to toe/Chinese - cóng tóu dao jiao; English - How are you?/  Latin - quid agis?).

                                1M
	2.  Compare and contrast grammatical categories such as tense, gender and agreement in the target language and English.


	2.  Discuss how idiomatic expressions and proverbs are used and compare similar expressions in both languages (such as, darse cuenta / to realize – to give yourself an account; hito no ashi o hipparu / you’re interrupting – people are pulling on my leg; ab ovo usque ad mala – from beginning to end; Tout est bien qui finit bien. / All’s well that ends well).

                                  2M
3.  Compare and contrast target language writing conventions with those in English (such as, paragraph structure, rhetorical devices, 

placement of topic sentence).
                                  3M
	B.  Compare and contrast how linguistic structures carry meaning and vary across languages.

 


     M = the Indicator was modified
Summit County ESC Standards-Based Foreign Language Course of Study 2004

Grade Band Overview by Standard and Organizer 

Content Standard: Comparisons:  Develop insight into the nature of language and culture.

Students enhance their understanding of the nature of language by comparing the target language and English (linguistic comparisons).  Students enhance their understanding of the concept of culture by comparing their own culture with another culture, including the relationship between accepted practices, products and perspectives (cultural comparisons).

Grade Band: 5-8 



                          Organizer: Cultural Comparisons 

      Students will: 











                                                  Benchmarks
	Grade Five
	Grade Six
	Grade Seven
	Grade Eight
	By the end of the 5-8 program, students will:

	3.  Compare ways of expressing feelings and emotions in the target culture and students’ own culture (such as, voice inflection/volume, facial expressions, gestures, use of personal space, kisses on cheeks).
                                   1

	3.  Compare and contrast cultural practices and perspectives related to daily activities (such as, family, schools, sports).

                                   1
4.  Compare and contrast perspectives related to 

observances, rites of passage, traditions and celebrations (such as, veilings, bulla dedications,

quinceañera, weddings, Bastille Day, Cerealia).
                                   1
	3.  Compare and contrast cultural attitudes and perspectives about various topics (such as     physical fitness, driving, education).
                                     2

	4.  Compare and contrast differences in cultural traditions and celebrations (such as, independence day, Saturnalia, Holy Week).


	C.  Compare and contrast practices and perspectives of the target culture and students’ own culture

	4.  Compare and contrast products (such as, sports equipment, food, songs, rhymes) and perspectives of the target culture and students’ own culture.

                                   1
	5.  Compare and contrast products related to cultural practices (such as, veils, fireworks, announcements in the newspaper, toga  virilis/toga of manhood) in the target culture and 

students’ own culture.


	4.  Compare products and perspectives from the target culture and students’ own culture (such as, clothing, automobiles, cosmetics).


	5.  Compare and contrast themes and characters in age-appropriate literature from the target culture and students’ own culture.

                                2M
6.  Compare and contrast similarities and differences between the political system of the target culture, other cultures and the students’ own culture.

                                   2
	D.  Compare and contrast products and perspectives of the target culture and students’ own culture.




     M = the Indicator was modified
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Grade Band Overview by Standard and Organizer 

Content Standard: Comparisons:  Develop insight into the nature of language and culture.

Students enhance their understanding of the nature of language by comparing the target language and English (linguistic comparisons).  Students enhance their understanding of the concept of culture by comparing their own culture with another culture, including the relationship between accepted practices, products and perspectives (cultural comparisons).

      Grade Band: 9-12 



     
Organizer: Linguistic Comparison
      Students will: 











                                                  Benchmarks
	Grade Nine
	Grade Ten
	Grade Eleven
	Grade Twelve
	By the end of the 9-12 program, students will:

	1.  Analyze and discuss how various linguistic elements are represented in the target language and English (such as, past tense, cognates, 

gender).
                                   2M
	1.  Analyze and discuss how various linguistic elements are represented in the target language and English (such as, subjunctive, idiomatic 

expressions, word order, use or omission of  subject pronouns).
                            3, 4M
	1.  Analyze and discuss how words are interrelated across languages (such as, word families, prefixes, suffixes).  
                                     2

	1.  Analyze and discuss etymological roots of English words from the target culture (such as, Latin porto [carry] leads to transport, portable, 

porter, port).
                                  5

	A.  Analyze and discuss linguistic structures and conventions of the 

target language and English.



	2.  Explain and use conventions of language  (such as, capitalization, punctuation, levels of formality / register).

                                2M
	2.  Analyze comparable idiomatic expressions that represent a cultural awareness of the target language and students’ own language (such as, Hay moros en la costa. / There are Moors on the coast. = The walls have ears; Shouji ni mimi ari.  / Be careful, you never know who is listening. = The walls have ears.; Revenons aux moutons. /  Let’s get back to the sheep. = Let’s get back to work).

                                   3
	2.  Analyze and explain how the target language and English express such forms as time and tense relationships (such as, conditional clauses use of subjunctive versus simple indicative).

                           3M, 4M
	2.  Analyze literary allusions that represent a cultural awareness of the target language and English (such as, quixotic, seize the day, waiting 

for Godot, Murasaki Shikibu, Don Juan). 

                                  5
	B.  Analyze and explain how the target  language and English

express meaning through variations in style.




     M = the Indicator was modified
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Grade Band Overview by Standard and Organizer 

Content Standard: Comparisons:  Develop insight into the nature of language and culture.

Students enhance their understanding of the nature of language by comparing the target language and English (linguistic comparisons).  Students enhance their understanding of the concept of culture by comparing their own culture with another culture, including the relationship between accepted practices, products and perspectives (cultural comparisons).

      Grade Band: 9-12 



               Organizer:  Cultural Comparisons
      Students will: 











                                                  Benchmarks
	Grade Nine
	Grade Ten
	Grade Eleven
	Grade Twelve
	By the end of the 9-12 program, students will:

	3.  Compare and contrast social conventions of peers in the target culture and student’s own culture (such as, dating customs, school, family and leisure activities).

                                   3
4.  Investigate and compare how people meet basic needs (such as, food, clothing, shelter).

                                   3
5.  Analyze how the same current issue is covered in the media of the target culture and students’ own culture.

                                   3
6.  Compare and contrast age-appropriate literary works (such as, popular literature) from the target culture and students’ own culture.
                                   3
	3.  Compare elements such as plot, theme and / or character from literary works (such as, poems, short excerpts, short plays) from the target 

culture and the student’s own culture.

                                   4
4.  Compare and contrast availability and affordability of products and services (such as, cell phones, cars, cable TV) in the target culture 

and students’ own culture.

                                   4
	3.  Compare, contrast and discuss how a social issue is treated in both U.S. and target culture media (such as, co-ed schools, airport security, health care, bureaucracy).

4.  Examine the influences of the target culture on students’ own culture and vice versa (such as, prevalence of salsa in the U.S., spread of fast fast-food restaurants abroad, democracy).


	3.  Compare and contrast graphs and statistical information on various topics (such as, population, income) about the target culture with similar information about the U.S.

                                   5
4.  Analyze how the media presents political or historical events in the target culture and in the students’ own culture.

                                   5
	C.  Analyze and discuss how products, practices and perspectives of the students’ own culture and the target culture overlap and differ.


      Grade Band: 9-12 



               Organizer:  Concept of Culture
      Students will: 











                                                  Benchmarks
	Grade Nine
	Grade Ten
	Grade Eleven
	Grade Twelve
	By the end of the 9-12 program, students will:

	7.  Explain how products, practices and perspectives of the target culture vary from those of the students’ own culture (such as, sports, celebrations, school).


	5.  Analyze how advertising reflects perspectives related to products and practices of the target culture and students’ own culture.

                                   3
	5.  Compare the ways people in the target culture and students’ own culture express universal themes (such as, happiness, sorrow, birth, death, humor).

                                     4
	5.  Analyze unique differences between the target culture and students’ own culture and explain the

reasons for such differences (such as, driving habits, use of eating utensils).

                                   5
6.  Explain how actions in the target culture and students’ own culture are reflections of peoples’ beliefs and attitudes (such as, outside footwear

not worn inside).
                                   5
	D.  Discuss the concept of culture through analysis of products, 

practices and perspectives of the 

target culture and students’ own culture.


In the SCESC Standards-Based Foreign Language COS, the K-4 Comparison Benchmarks/Indicators were not used.
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