Summit County ESC Standards-Based Foreign Language Course of Study 2004
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

One of the primary goals of assessment is to impact instructional planning.  It is directly linked to decisions about the need to remediate, reinforce, or extend student learning.  Intervention strategies cannot be planned until judgments have been reached about student performance based upon a range of assessments, both formal and informal.  Information gained from student assessments, both formal and informal, is evaluated and used to develop strategies to address student needs.  These ongoing classroom assessments are vital in providing needed information for the overall success of students and the program.

While students are engaged in learning activities, the teacher can be engaged in ongoing, informal assessments of student performance.  Student responses, the kinds of student inquiries, the degree of student involvement in learning activities and even the body language of students can provide valuable information with regard to student learning.  Interpreting classroom interactions as they take place is a form of assessment that may cause a teacher to modify an instructional strategy or practice.  For example, if several students show signs of being unable to follow and explanation, the teacher can slow the rate of instruction, write key information on a chalkboard, and demonstrate the information being presented.  When a group or groups of students exhibit difficulty with an assigned activity, the teacher can target the individual groups to provide additional explanations.

After students have engaged in a variety of learning activities, more formal types of assessments may be used.  The choice of assessment methods must take into account the nature of the instructional or performance objectives to be assessed.  Teachers need to examine their instructional objectives carefully to determine the intended focus of each objective.  For example, the focus could be on content, skill development, application, performance, or participation.  Instructional objectives also can lend themselves to one or more assessment measures.  These assessment measures can include oral and written performances, listening and reading comprehension tests, individual and group projects, and student portfolios.  Teachers are encouraged to be innovative in assessing the four skill areas: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  

The following pages provide suggested assessment guides for various activities in the four skilled areas:

ASSESSMENT GUIDE FOR LISTENING

DEMONSTRATES HIGH PROFICIENCY    (10-9)

Excellent command of the language:

Reveals excellent comprehension

Demonstrates clear understanding with appropriate responses

Follows oral instructions

CLEARLY DEMONSTRATES PROFICIENCY   (8-7)

Good command of the language:


Reveals comprehension with minor gaps


Demonstrates adequate understanding with appropriate responses


Follows oral instructions

DEMONSTRATES PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY   (6-5)

Comprehensible expression:


Reveals comprehension with gaps


Demonstrates understanding with limited appropriate responses


Usually follows oral instructions 

DEMONSTRATES STRONG NEED FOR INTERVENTION   (4-3)

Limited command of the language:


Reveals little comprehension


Demonstrates few appropriate responses


Has difficulty following oral instructions

UNACCEPTABLE   (2-1)

Response falls below the above descriptions or is inappropriate

ASSESSMENT GUIDE FOR SPEAKING


DEMONSTRATES HIGH PROFICIENCY    (10-9)

Excellent command of the language:

Few or no grammatical errors

Strong attempts at complicated structures

Extensive use of vocabulary, including idiomatic expressions

Articulate speech

Good intonation and accurate pronunciation 

Thorough response with interesting and pertinent details  

CLEARLY DEMONSTRATES PROFICIENCY   (8-7)

Good command of the language:

Minor grammatical errors

Some attempts at complicated structures

Adequate use of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions

Some gaps in fluency

Acceptable intonation and pronunciation

Thorough response with sufficient detail

DEMONSTRATES PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY   (6-5)

Comprehensible expression:

Some serious grammatical errors

Reliance on simple structures

Limited vocabulary 

Unnatural hesitations

Errors in intonation and pronunciation 

Some details, but not sufficient

 ASSESSMENT GUIDE FOR READING

DEMONSTRATES HIGH PROFICIENCY    (10-9)

Excellent command of the language:


Reveals excellent comprehension of passage


Provides extensive description with specific and worthwhile details


Follows written directions

Demonstrates high ability to understand content by extracting meaning from an unfamiliar text beyond the scope of 
learned vocabulary 

CLEARLY DEMONSTRATES PROFICIENCY   (8-7)

Good command of the language:


Reveals minor gaps in comprehension of passage

Provides thorough descriptions with minor gaps in specific and worthwhile details

Follows written directions

Demonstrates some ability to understand content by extracting meaning from an unfamiliar text beyond the scope of 
learned vocabulary

DEMONSTRATES PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY   (6-5)

Comprehensible expression:

Reveals some gaps in comprehension of passage

Provides some generalization, lacking specific and worthwhile details

Usually follows written directions

Struggles to apply meanings of learned vocabulary to an unfamiliar text

DEMONSTRATES STRONG NEED FOR INTERVENTION   (4-3)

Limited command of the language:

Reveals difficulty comprehending the passage


Lacks specific or appropriate details in summary


Deletes important information


Has difficulty following written directions

Struggles to comprehend passages, even within the range of learned vocabulary

UNACCEPTABLE   (2-1)

Response falls below the above descriptions or is inappropriate

ASSESSMENT GUIDE FOR WRITING


DEMONSTRATES HIGH PROFICIENCY    (10-9)

Excellent command of the language:


Well organized; ideas presented clearly and logically


Few grammatical or spelling errors


Wide variety of grammar, vocabulary, and sentence structures


Few word-order errors


Writing is appropriate to current level


Thorough response to the question

CLEARLY DEMONSTRATES PROFICIENCY   (8-7)

Good command of the language:


Loosely organized, but main ideas present


Some grammatical or spelling errors


Some variety of grammar, vocabulary, and sentence structures


Some word-order errors


Most of the writing is appropriate to current level


Generally thorough response to the question

DEMONSTRATES PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY   (6-5)

Comprehensible expression:

Some attempts at organization, but with confused sequencing

Many grammatical or spelling errors

Limited variety of grammar, vocabulary, and sentence structures


Many word-order errors


Writing is below current level


Partial response to the question

 ASSESSMENT GUIDE FOR CLASS PARTICIPATION AND DISCUSSION


DEMONSTRATES HIGH PROFICIENCY    (10-9)

Excellent command of the language:

Takes an active role in his/her own learning

Demonstrates a genuine desire to learn through frequent oral 

participation and inquiry

Consistently shares ideas with instructor(s) and peers

Is willing to take risks, to assert an opinion, and support it

Listens respectfully to others

Is prepared when called upon

Always brings necessary materials to class

CLEARLY DEMONSTRATES PROFICIENCY  (8-7)

Good command of the language:

Generally takes an active role in his/her own learning 

Generally demonstrates a genuine desire to learn through 
oral participation and inquiry

Sometimes shares ideas with instructor(s) and peers

Take fewer risks but still asserts and supports opinions 

Listens respectfully to others

Is usually prepared when called upon

Brings necessary materials to class

DEMONSTRATES PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY   (6-5)

Comprehensible expression:

Sometimes takes an active role in his/her own learning 

Sometimes participates or asks questions

Hesitates to share ideas or take risks with instructor(s) and peers

Rarely takes risks and limited support for opinions

May not always listen to and respect the opinions of others

Speaks only when called upon and may not be prepared to 
answer with details or substance




Usually brings necessary materials to class         
ASSESSMENT GUIDE FOR CONVERSATIONS

DEMONSTRATES HIGH PROFICIENCY    (10-9)

Excellent command of the language:

Takes an active role in the conversation by asking appropriate questions

Demonstrates understanding with appropriate responses to the interviewer’s speech


Responds with appropriate thorough, and thoughtful answers


Speaks using complete sentences

Uses a wide range of verbs, vocabulary, and expressions that are appropriate to current level


Commits few grammatical or word order errors


Speaks with ease, little hesitation



Speaks with good pronunciation and intonation


Uses language creatively

CLEARLY DEMONSTRATES PROFICIENCY  (8-7)

Good command of the language:

Sometimes takes an active role in the conversation by asking appropriate questions

Usually demonstrates understanding with appropriate responses to the interviewer’s speech


Usually responds with appropriate and thorough answers


Usually speaks using full sentences

Uses a good range of verbs, vocabulary, and expressions that are appropriate to current level


Grammatical or word order errors do not inhibit communication


Speaks with ease most of the time, with some hesitation


Usually speaks with good pronunciation and intonation 


Uses language in a conservative manner

ASSESSMENT GUIDE FOR CONVERSATIONS (continued)
DEMONSTRATES PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY   (6-5)

Comprehensible expression:


Seldom takes an active role in the conversation


Demonstrates limited comprehension

Responds with some inappropriate or incomplete answers, single word answers that are below current level

Uses a limited range of verbs, vocabulary, and expressions or uses those that are below current level

Commits frequent grammatical or word order errors which inhibit clear communication

Speaks with significant hesitation

Speaks with poor pronunciation and intonation

Asks to have several questions repeated

Uses language in a conservative manner

DEMONSTRATES STRONG NEED FOR INTERVENTION  (4-3)

Limited command of the language:

Does not take an active role in the conversation


Frequently does not understand the interviewer’s speech


Frequently responds in incomplete or with inappropriate answers


Speaks using single words or broken sentences


Does not respond at all to questions


Uses a very limited range of verbs, vocabulary, and expressions

Commits frequent grammatical or word order errors which inhibit communication


Speaks with excessive hesitation


Routinely asks to have many questions repeated


Speaks with poor pronunciation and intonation


Uses English frequently

UNACCEPTABLE   (2-1)
Response falls below the above descriptions or is inappropriate

ASSESSMENT GUIDE FOR VISUALS/ARTWORK


DEMONSTRATES HIGH PROFICIENCY    (10-9)

Excellent command of the language:

Strong visual appeal

Very colorful

All items are correctly labeled

Shows variety and creativity

No use of English

Strong communication of the idea

CLEARLY DEMONSTRATES PROFICIENCY  (8-7)

Good command of the language:


Some visual appeal


Colorful


Almost all items are properly labeled


Some variety and creativity


No use of English


Good communication of the idea

DEMONSTRATES PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY   (6-5)

Comprehensible expression:

Little visual appeal


Little color


Some items incorrectly labeled


Little variety or creativity


Some use of English


Some communication of the idea

 ASSESSMENT GUIDE FOR MEDIA PRESENTATIONS


DEMONSTRATES HIGH PROFICIENCY    (10-9)

Excellent command of the language:

Strong voice/volume

Excellent pronunciation


Strong organization

Strong visual appeal

Strong creativity

Few or no grammatical errors

No use of English

Strong communication of the idea

CLEARLY DEMONSTRATES PROFICIENCY  (8-7)

Good command of the language:

Strong voice/volume


Good pronunciation

Good organization

Some visual appeal

Some creativity

Minor grammatical errors

No use of English

Good communication of the idea

DEMONSTRATES PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY (6-5)

Comprehensible expression:


Fairly strong voice/volume


Fair pronunciation


Fair organization


Little visual appeal


Little creativity


Some grammatical errors


Some use of English


Some communication of the idea
DEMONSTRATES STRONG NEED FOR INTERVENTION  (4-3)  


Limited command of the language:


Serious grammatical errors


Limited grammatical structures


Limited vocabulary with heavy/reliance upon English


Frequent and unnatural hesitations


Errors in intonation and pronunciation that interfere with listener’s comprehension


General, narrow response








UNACCEPTABLE   (2-1)


Response falls below the above descriptions or is 


	inappropriate








DEMONSTRATES STRONG NEED FOR INTERVENTION   (4-3)


Limited command of the language:


Lack of organization


	Significant and serious grammatical, and spelling errors


Lack a variety of grammar, vocabulary, and sentence


structures


Excessive word-order errors


Writing is well below current level


Insufficient response to the question








UNACCEPTABLE   (2-1)


Response falls below the above descriptions or is 


inappropriate











DEMONSTRATES STRONG NEED FOR INTERVENTION (4-3)


Limited command of the language:


Rarely takes an active role in his/her own learning


Seldom participates or asks questions


Is unwilling to share ideas with instructor(s) or peers


Does not take risks


May be intolerant of the opinions of others 


Displays poor listening skills


Speaks only when called upon and is often unprepared


	Sometimes lacks necessary materials for class








UNACCEPTABLE   (2-1)


Response falls below the above descriptions or is 


inappropriate








DEMONSTRATES STRONG NEED FOR INTERVENTION   (4-3)


Limited command of the language:


No visual appeal


	No color


	Many items incorrectly labeled or not labeled


	No variety or creativity


	Too much use of English


	Weak communication of the idea








UNACCEPTABLE   (2-1)


Response falls below the above descriptions or is 


inappropriate














DEMONSTRATES STRONG NEED FOR INTERVENTION   (4-3)


Limited command of the language:


	Weak voice/volume


	Poor pronunciation


	Weak organization


	No visual appeal


	No creativity


	Grammatical errors interfere with comprehension


	Too much use of English


	Weak communication of the idea








UNACCEPTABLE  (2-1)


	Response falls below the above descriptions or it 


	inappropriate
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